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F hat is here offer'd, aveve nus judg 
_ ſome Uſe and Importance, and worthx 
crious Conſideration ¶ ſnall as it 15.)\the 
World had not been troubled with it. hb 
Arguments propoſed to engage Men to 4 
quiet and peaceable Behauidur toards Ihen 
Governours (being chiefly foundeg on Facts 
and Experience) are ſuch, that, notau/thfrans 
ding the Height and Violence of Hens Na 
frons and Prejudices, it is humbly hoped, it 
may do good, if it gain Attention. 7 


4 


De Writer is ſenfble, it is not ſun Clergy> 
men 10 concern themſelves too much <vith 
Politicks. But the Reader ë⅛Zůu confder, 
that this is not delivered from the Pulpit, 
| but the Preſs; and the Author does not 
think it at all unbecoming any Member of 
Society, let his peeuliar Profeſſion be what it 


will, to ſet before his Fellow-Subjedts, what 


hie judges abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure the 
| * and 101 1 Intereſts of that 
Society; the Religion, and Liberties We at 
preſent enjoy. ie od hen 5 
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25 this, when fo many are {owing Diſcord 
and Sedition, 4 SD S 


Meaniig f i man plain Paſſages of the 


Goſpel; biz That Bahcesi carefully 
avoid every Thing that tends to diſturb 


che Peace and Happineſs of Civil —_— 


Mil auhich, nothing is nore evidently in- 


cugſlant, than the" Practices which % Mich | 


- abound. among: as; putting the worſt Inter. 
| Prefation.: all the Actions of the Go- 
vernment: thut dun be deviſed; miſrepreſen- 
7285 ang putting falſe Colout's upon the beſt 


Mig; inventing Lies and Slanders, and 
_Ifperjing them up and down the K . i 

. gen n 5 
Fopbat is here ſaid, contribute: any 75 bing 
8 preventing, or putting a Stop 15 
theſe miſc hievous Doings in any, the Au- 
on las his End; and the FO will : 


Au Hefe bis-Laboer.' „ 
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for 2 Cergymman, "at Jer” a Time 


| -every Ourner of the Na- 
Lion, to inculcate what is the Senſe and. 


From Ce (he or . ae. „ 
ar e and Di orders, e. 5 ö 


: JG N al nals” nay 3 
F all Adminiſtrations, , how well 
manag'd and order'd ſoever, Er- 
Ext rors Land Over/i izhts,. will ſome- 
times be committed; Offences of 
one kind or other will be given 
Dor taken; Cauſes or Pretences of 
Patt will ariſe to many Perſons, in the * EE 
Conduct of Publick Affairs. N 
The Nature of Government, and. the 7 on 
8 which all Men enter into Society, indiſpenſibly | 
- requires, that, in ſuch Caſes as. theſe, . we _ ſhould - 
make all due Allowance for thoſe Errors and Miſ- 
carriages which can never be totally avoided; that 
we ſhould not preſently impute that to Ignorance, ; 
Unſkilfulneſs, or wilful Male-Adminiſtration £ 
which perhaps is entirely owing . to Chance, or 
3 vidence, or the Wickedneſs and Fer verſeneſs of 
others 
Much leſs ſhould any Apel or real Slips and 
Miſtakes ! in an Adminiſtration, be made uſe of to 
8 excite 


— 


18 conſiſtent with. the 


bl ( 6 ** 
excite any. Refentments in the People, farther chan 


ublick Peace, or * | 
them into any undutiful Returns for chem. 
This is a; oint well worthy the Attention of all, 
amongſt the mighty Noiſe at preſent made 


for the Publick Good, are really and truly con- 


cern'd for it. Some Things, no doubt, there have 
been, and ftill are amiſs among us; as there al- 


ways have been in the beſt and wiſeſt Government 


| the Sun ever ſaw, Thoſe who look for Perfe@iop 
in chis World, may (as, I think, my Lord IT 


fax Tomewhere expreſſes it) look, as the Jews have 


5 For their Meæſſias, and muſt be uneaſy Malecontents 
under every Adminiſtration, But, for the Main, 


we>ef this Nation, are certainly poſſeſſed of the 
greateſt Share of National Happineſs, of any People 

in the World; and ſeem: to want nothing conſider- 
able, but to know our own Happineſs. We have 
a PRINCE upon the Throne of the ſame Re- 


| ligion with ourſelves; than whom, never Prince | 


Was more Indulgent to his People, or more tender 
of their Liberties. And thoſe, who are chiefly 


employed in the Service of the Publick, are Men, 
who, in the whole Courſe of their Lives: and even 


in the worſt and moſt dangerous Times, have 
been the known Patrons of Liberty, and the great- 
eft Enemies to Arbitrary and Tyrannical Meaſures. 
Under this Adminiftration, our lawfyl Liberties 


and Properties, are inviolably preſerved; and have 


been ſo far from being EA or touched in the 
Heaſt Inſtance, that many good and excellent Laws 


Have been lately made, for their farther Securi 
and Preferyation. The Church of 5 land Gch 
10 excellent in it ſelf, and ſo Juſtly dear to the 

main Body of the Nation) has all poſſible Favour 


and Eucouragement; and the Proteſtant Diſſenters 


FH" (and may they e ever erjoy Ya 0 and rea. 


OD bonable 


(#0. 


fonable” Toleration. And, notwithſtanding any 
Hardſhips, or Ineonveniences, we at preſent La- 


bour under, the Nation in general is in a very 


Thriving and Proſperous Condition. 


The Truth is, we have lieels to wiſh for but the E 


Continuanee of our preſent Happineſs 3 and an End 
to thoſe Things which ſeem to bode ill to it. Our 
ateſt Danger ariſes from the Factious and Sedi- 


| Country and Religion; Popery, and the Pretender, 


and their Abetteri. The People are indeed of late 


taught to make a Jeſt of ſucb kind of Fears. But 
this does not ſhew the Safety of our Get 
but the Danger of it. If the Nation can be gene 


rally diſpoſſeſſed of che Dread and Apprebenſion 


they have uſually had of theſe formidable Enemies, 


they will have their End: Thoſe who are conti- 


nually watchful for our Ruin, will not fail to take 


the greateſt Advantages againſt us, whilſt we are 


op > in the Thoughts of our own Security. 


owever we may, at any Time, flatter ourſelves 


or be deceiv'd by others, there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that our Popiſh Enemies are ſtill. conti- 
ow at work to compaſs their Deſigns againit 
To uſe the Words of an Eminent Prelate, 


| (whoſe whole Life has been ſpent in Defence of 
the Civil and Religious Rights and Liberties of his 


Country, and to the univerſal Joy of all who with 


well to them, is lately promoted to one of tlie 


Hie be Dignities of his Profeſſion ;) * our Popiſh Ad- 
verſaries (as that truly great Man expreſſes it;) 


Unite their Hearts and Hands, and leave no 
„Methods, whether of Deceit or Violence, unat- 
t tempted for the Service of that Cauſe, which 


2 in all their loweſt Fortune, they never ſuffer to 


I 
el 8 
* 
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Dr. nine. ine, Sermon, Mw, 1715; p.. 


66 hs 


i6us Deſigns of the well known Enemies of our 


7 8 5 
moved out * their Sight; * put on all 
| « the Forms of Complaiſance and Diſſimulation, 
5 of Civility and good Humour, even to Here- 
<« ticks, themſelyes, to inveigle them into their 
4 on Ruin: - They: flatter, and ſwear, and pro- 
, miſe every Thing that is good and kind to their 
4e . Fellow-Labourers,. and at the ſame Time, enter 
into all the Reſolutions of Deſtruction and De- 
5 ry tem whenever the Opportunity of Power 
<< ſhall come; —— This is nothing: bur what. they 
« fairly and publickly profeſs, if Proteſtants will 
0 . open their Eyes and ſee it: It is their Reli- 
bo <6, gion; their, Conſcience : It is inculcated upon 
"<5, them, as the great Condition of their Accep- 
15 4e tance with God, that no good Nature of their 
2 5 <<, own, no Obligations from others, no Ties of 
. Oaths, and ſolemn Aſſurances, no Regard to 


| bs 8 


„ Pruth, Jaſtice, or Honour, are to reſtrain them 


s from any Thing, let it be of. hat ſort ſoever, 
that is for the Security, or Temporal Advance- 
, ment of Their Church. Every Weapon they 
t uſe is ſanctiſied ; eyery Inſtance of Fraud and 
: <6 Ferfidiouſneſs, every Degree of Violence and Fu- 
e ry, is conſecrated ;_ it is not only allowed, but 
0. firſt recommended, and afterwards rewarded.”... 

Is it any Wonder, that a Cauſe, promoted by 
ach he hag and ſuch Methods as . ſhould 
thrive and proſper among us? Or, can we ever 
chile ourſelves Out of Danger from ſuch Enemies? 

Our Danger, it muſt be confeſſed, is not ſo im- 
7 - minent and ſo threatning, now the Proteſtant SUC- 
ceſſion, in his Majeſty's ihuſtrious Family, has actu- 
ally taken Place, as it was at the End of a late 

Reign, when there were ſuch open Endeavours, as 
vel as ſo. many ſecret Intrigues, uſed by ſome of 

our preſent Incendaries, to unſettle and defeat it. 


But when We, PR how POP ee the * 
5 8 ö 85 


20 x 
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and natural wp of our Country and Religion 
is, on the other Side the Water, (for that is a Nati- 
on always to be conſidered as our Enemy, tho“ it 


has ſometimes an Intereſt in appearing our Friend) 


when we reflect how very formidable they are in 


the Field, and how cunning and ſkilful to manage 5 


the preſent Commotions and Diſorders in Europe, 
to ſerve their own Purpoſes; when we farther con- 
| fider our inteſtine Diviſions, and how many ſecret 
and deſigning Adverſaries we have within our own 
Boſom, who do as truly hate the preſent happy 

Eſtabliſhment as ever; 3 and whatever may be now 


pretended, will ſhew it as much when'*tis proper 


= lay aſide their Maſk. When we'conſider all 


this, I ſay, it muſt appear that our Danger is ſtill 


great. enough to keep us conſtantly upon our 


Guard; eſpecially, when we reflect alſo on the in- 

as expreſſible Miſery and Ruin we muſt neceſſarily be 

imnvolv'd in, if, through our own Supineſs and Neg- 
lect, our Enemies ſucceed in their Deſigns againſt us. 


Ic will, queſtionleſs, be preſently ſaid by many, 
who are engag' d in the preſent factious and fe- 


ditious Attempt to diſtreſs and diſturb the Go- 
vernment, that they are as great Enemies to Popery 
as any in the Nation; that their Intention is not 


by any Means to depoſe the KING, and ſet the 


Crown upon the Head of a bigotied Popiſh Preten- 


der; or to over- turn or alter the eſtabliſh'd Go- 
vernment. No: God forbid. Their only Endea- 
vour is, to oblige his Majeſty to diſmiſs his Mi- 
niſtry, with whom, for hana political Reaſons they 
are much diſpleaſed; and to procure another of a 


different Turn; and the Removal of theſe evil Coun- 
ſellors, and Servants of State, Oe. al. give them 


Satisfaction. 


Now, for my own Part, I ths thought _- 


this, as a Matter that did not fall under the Pirec- 
5 „ 1 --» an 
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tion of private People. A good Man, and 2 true 


Lover of his Country, jk. readily joyn in the 
| honeſt Declaration of * Biſhop Hadley; when, 
ſpeaking of the preſent Miniſtry, he fays, „1 think 


<< my elf oblig'd to /ike them better than worſe ; 


and, on the other Hand, to be always ready to 

41. rejoce to ſee much better in their Places, But 
ſure it can never be thought reaſonable; that if ſuch 
a Miniſtry as this or that Sett of Men think beft, 
cannot be obtained, every Thing muſt preſent] 
be unſettled, and the Nation thrown 1 into the wild- 
eſt Confuſions. 

But there is ancther Thiög which I chiefly in- 
tend to propoſe to the ſerious Conſideration of 
ſuch Malecontents among us, as really mean no 
more than they /ay; and do not intend to depoſe 
the King, ſet aſide the Proteſtant Succefſion, or 
promote the Intereſt of a Popi/h Pretender: Such 
Perſons ſhould conſider, that, whatever good De- 
figns they may have; how well reſolv'd ſoever 
they may be, not to contribute to the Deſtruction 
of the preſent happy Settlement ; they may yet as 
effectually contribute to it, as if they never fo 
much deſign'd it. They mean only a Change of 
Miniſtry and Meaſures; and reſolv'd they are to 
retreat, when they diſcover more intended by thoſe 


who are now fomenting and encouraging Heats and 


Diſcontents in the Nation. But they ſhould con- 
ſider, that it may not perhaps be in their Power 
to make a Stop; and if i it be, their doing ſo may 
be to very little Purpoſe. | 

When once Men give Way to their unruly Paſ- 
flons, they are no longer Maſters of their own 
Thoughts and Defigns. © They are apt to baniſh 
all Conſideration of the Nature and Conſequences 
of their Actions; and to be hurried on by an im- 
petuous Courſe, till they advance by impercepti- 


* Defence of the Enquiry, p. 37.7 


ble 


— 


3 


ble Degrees to ſuch a Pitch, that they know not 
how to go back. Either cheir Hopes of gaining 


ſome farther Security, or their Fear of falling into 


greater Danger, engage em in new Projects and 


Deſigns: - They think when his Point is gain'd 
they have done; but nc Neceſſities ariſe, and 
carry them on they know not whether. So true 


is the Obſervation of Solomon, The. beginning of * 


Striſe is, as when one letteth_ out Water; it rages 
and ſwells more and more, till it makes an Inun- 


dation and overflows: a Country. And the Advice 


he gives upon it, is very wile and prudent, There- 
fore leave, off. Contention ( Publick Contention) before 


1 be. medaled auirb. | 
But, allow Men ſhould reftain or mithdrawi them- 


A 8 when they find the dangerous Tendency of 


* the ſedixious Courſes they have been engag' d in, 


it may not then be in their Power to prevent the 


ſad Effects of them. When, by the Encourage- 


ment they have given to the difloyal Reflections, 


and ſeditious Attempts of Incendaries, the good 
Opinion and Hearts of their F ellow. Subjects are 


Alenated from his Majeſty; the Minds of the 


People are generally inflam'd; the Credit of the 


Government weaken' d, and the very Perſon of the 
EKing made odious or contemptible, can they pre- 


vent the Miſchief that muſt naturally follow? 


Whatever their after Conduct be, they have pro- 
bably raiſed a Spirit of Diſcord "which they will 
not be able to lay; ; and the Event which they did 
not intend, may in the mean Time be brought 
about by the Enemies of the Government, who are 
always ready to ſtrike in with any Party in oppo- 
{ing and diſtreſſing it; and ſo it will not be in their 
Power to ſtop their Md where ney intended, 


Pm. 17. 14. 
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(12) 
thoꝰ they are e ſenſible of the Danger that attends it. 
When the Flames of Sedition are begun among a 
0 People, it cannot be expected that the beſt deſign- 
ing Men among them, ſhould have Art or Strength 
ſufficient to ſtop their Courſe, or extinguiſh them, 
ſo that they ſhall not go beyond the Limits that 
they aſſign them. When, by the Violence of pub- 
lick Feuds and Animoſities, the Fences of the Go- 
Vvernment are broken down, and a Deluge of Diſ- 
order and Confuſion is Jet in upon it, who can 
- preſcribe Rules to the impetuous Torrent, and ſay, 
 Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no farther. We may as 
well attempt to compoſe the Uproar and Rage of 
the Sea, as to ſtill the Madneſs of the People; and as 
ſoon bridle the Y/birlwind, and manage a Tempeſt, 
as govern the Paſſions of a Head-ſtrong, turbulent 
Multitude, a NS: to their Gover- 7 
Nor's. n 
This is not Matter of mere Serben but i is 

evident from all the Hiſtories of this Nature, parti- 
cularly, from that of our own Civil Wars in the laſt 
Century; which have ſtill left us ſuch Monuments 
of Deſolation, as are enough to deter every Eng- 
liſeman from the leaft Approaches towards them. 
No one can read the ' Hiſtory of that ſad Time, 
but muſt ſee that Multitudes of Men who were 
very active in choſe Troubles, and by the ſame 
Means that are now us'd, propagated publick 
Heart · burnings and Diſcontents, were over reach d 
and puſſid on by crafty and defigning Men, (who 
manag' d the Heats and Paſſions of the People,) to 
bring about Ends they utterly deteſted. They could 
not be perſuaded, till it was too late, that Men, 
who had the Good of their Country, and the Liber- 
ties of the People ſo much in their Mouth, could 
have that deſperate Wickedneſs in their Hearts, as 


ha over-turn F oundations; 5 o murder their Ning; 
10 


* 


rz N 

to deſtroy the whole Civil Government ( the molt 
excellent Form of Government on the Earth) and 
utterly diſſolve the Frame of the bet Church and 
Religion in the World. This was not a Buſineſs to 
be done all at once, or only by the worſt of Men: 
Many very well. diſpoſed Perſons were engaged in 
it, who were driven on beyond their fit Thoughts 
| and Counſels ; and though they deteſted the Event, 
yet they ſuffer'd Things, to go on, till the artful 
and ſeditious Leaders got into their Hands too 
great a Power to be controuled, or hindred i in eX- 
- ecuting their Deſigns, © 

But it will be aid, muſt we 1 at all Times, 
ſit down contented under an incroaching Tyranny, 


for fear of being involved in popular Confufions, 


and not oppoſe, or complain of, the moſt arbi- 
trary and deſtructive Meaſures of the worſt of Go- 
vernments, leſt we be carried beyond What is juſt 


and reaſonable, by wicked and deſigning Men? 


The.true Anſwer to this is, thar as nothing but 
chi utmoſt Neceſſity can poſſibly juſtify any ſuch 
Attempts, in rag againft their Governors; ſo, 

no doubt, it is latefu to withſtand the arbitrary 

Attempts of Princes upon the Liberties of their 
People; and poſſible to ſtop there, without proceed- 
ing to any unjuſtifiable Exceſſes; as was done at 
the late glorious Revolution, But then the Subjects 
muſt be ſure to ſet out right at fir. There mult 
be apparent, and conſiderable Breaches in the Con- 
ſtitution, great and certain Attempts on their Li- 

berties, before they can have any Pretence to with- 

ſtand and oppoſe their Governors in any Degree; 

and then they had need be careful, fo to watch 
over their Paſſions, as to do only what i is Juſtifiable, | 
and within the Bounds of Duty. ; 
Ihe Management, and the Concluſion of our late 
Cioi War, i is ever, * all good Men, to be con. 
a demned 


Fa 1; 140 
dere and deteſted; but dale he, n in 


laid hold of Umbrage and Occaſion from 
Sheen of Prerogative ; Money levied without Enac- - 


tion- of Parliament; Perſons grievouſly puniſhed 
and. impriſoned, without legal Cauſe or Remedy; 
and ſome other Things that had but an ill. Aſpect 
on the Eſtabliſhed Religion, and Liberties. of the 
People; and this occafion'd unhappy Diſguſts and 


Mi ander Fandings between the King and his P ada. 
ment. But now the preſent ſeditious Oppoſition is 


made againſt a Prince, making the Laus of the 
Land, in every Inſtance, the = Rule of his Go- 
vernment 3. zealouſly ſupporting the EMabliſhed 
Church, and the Proteftant Religion, and not in- 
vacling the leaſt Right of the loweſt of his Sub- 
Jets againſt a Prince, when in perfect Harmony 
with his Nobles and People, in Parliament; in hap- 


PY Agreement With the whole N e of ng 0 


dom. 
And yet, tho? ow be none of the Gee zung, 
none of the Pretences that were then ſet up; who- 
ever carefully reads and conſiders the Things that 


ons, as muſt make him horribly afraid of the 
Conſequences of them. They had their Sett of 


weekly libellons Papers and Pampblets, employ'd in 


kl the King, and miſrepreſenting his Actions 
. and Deſigns. Ti 


. deſpicable, and his Government hateful, to the Peo- 
ple: When all they could reaſonably deſire of his 
Majesty was obtain'd; when he had made ſuch 
Conceſſions as were contrary to his own Honour; 


* indeed, * * for che Intereſt of his nm 
p 


_ . Uſher'd in the great Rebellion, will find ſuch a Re- 
blance ee tbem and ſome; later Tranſacti- 


here were great Numbers of fu- 
rious Party-Men, and vehement Agitators, WhO 
endeavour d, with the moſt indefatigable Zeal, and 
the moſt aſſiduous Malice, to render their Sovereign 


N 


Ay 
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ple, they yet proceeded to publiſh angry and fe- 
. ditious Remonſtrances againſt him; inceſſantly 


Working up the Paſſions of the People, by viru- 


lent Reproaches, and deteſtable Inſinuations: Af- 


terwards came on Riots, and Tumults, and Inſur- 
refions; and Matters of the greateſt Importance, 
depending in Parliament, were determin'd, not by 
Law and Reaſon, and the free and unprejudiced Sen- 
timents of the Legiſlature, but by Clamour, Noe, 


and Threatnings, and the like unprecedented, and 


unjuſtifiable Methods. Then were Armies raiſed, 
and the three Kingdoms involved in a . dreadful 


War; wherein were loſt above 200,000 Lives, 


the braveſt Blood of the Country ſpilt like Water 
on the Ground; the Clergy of all Degrees, and the 
- werthieſt Families ſtript, plunder*d, and undone; 


and, in Concluſion, the King himſelf murder'd ina 


moſt barbarous and ſavage Manner; the ancient 
Fences made for the Security of the Lives, Liber- 
ties, and Properties of their Fellow-Subjects de- 
ſtroy*d ; and a moſt execrable and inſupportable Ty- 
ranny erected in the Place of our ancient, excellent, 


legal Government. Theſe were then thy PaTRI- 


oTs, O England ! 


54 a 1 


Whether the greater Part of thoſe among us © 
who now, under that Character, are ſo zealouſly 


engaged in oppoling the Mini try, inveighing a- 
gainft the Court, and in cheriſhing Feuds and in- 


teſtine Diſorders, intend to pluck up, and pull 


down, and deffroy, and mean altogether Root and 
+ Branch, (as the Language of thoſe Times was) LI 
will not pretend to determine. It is however no 
Uncharitableneſs to believe, that /ome of the lead- 
ing Men among them do excite theſe popular Jea- 
louſies and Diſcontents, with, a fix d Deſign to 
drive all on to Uproar and Rebellion; that they 


aim at the very Subverſion of this Government; 


and 
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to act to the utmoſt Extent of their | 
never ſo contrary to their firſt Purpoſes and In- 


* 


6 


a * will ſtick at nothing to come at their | 

Deſign: And we may reaſonably fear, that too 
many others, tho* they are not already determin'd | 
Boro far they will go; and perhaps are reſolved a- 


gainſt going /o far, may be led on from one miſ- 
me at laſt 


chievous Deſign to another, till they 


ower, tho? 


tentions. 


What 1 is to be expied from this Kind of Men 
in general, we may reaſonably conclude, when we 
reflect wno is at the Head of their Counſels and 


Deſigns ; a Perſon, whoſe Conſciouſneſs bf Guilt 


drove him Abroad in the actual Service of the 


Pretender ; and who, probably, return'd only to 


do him greater Service at Home; and what Sort 
of Perſons the Party is chiefly compoſed of, — 


Papifts, Jacobites, old Tories, Republicans, 9 2 


ines of every Sort; all combined againſt thoſe, 
who are preciſely for the preſent happy Eftabliſh- 


ment. Some among them can ſcarce bear the 


Name of a Kine, and fear not to recommend 
their Republican Schemes and Principles in printed 
. *- Pamphlets, and private Converſation. The KI xo's 
Megalive Voice is repreſented as a great Grievance 


by others ; tho? every one ſees, that without ſuch 


a Power in the Crown, the Monarchy is at an End, 


and the King of Great Britain reduced to a Doge of 


Venice. To many, if not all among thin the 
Bisnors Seats in Parliament, are become a great | 
| Offence; tho? tis not forgot, that the very firs 


Innovation in the Parliament of 1641. was to ex- 


clude the Biſbops as an uſeleſs and dangerous Part of 
the Upper Houſe ; and that not long after, all the 
other Lords were voted as uſeleſs and dangerous as 
the Biſhops themſelves. We have had an open At- 


tem pt made for eſtabliſhing a Military Government 
| | awmong 


RO 
3 } * 


FOR 


5 among us, POR. Ss. 


Independent of the Crown, and Accountable co 


themſelves ; and yet it was ſuch a kind of Re- 

gimen (an Army i on the People alone) 
7 brought the from the Throne to the 
Scaffold, and ns the whole Conſtitution. 
The Act againſt Riots and Tumults, has been re- 
reſented as greatly dangerous 10 the Peoples Li- 
erties ; for no other apparent Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe it is ſo neceſſary to the Public Peace, and 
reſtrains ſo many from thoſe Exceſſes and Diſ- 
orders, to which they are continually excited. 
Nor can their Endeavours to diſband the Forces, 
neceſſary to ſecure the Publick, proceed from any 
Thing but an eager Deſire that their ſeditious and 
rebellious Attempts may have a better Chance for 
\ Succeſs, and to leave the Nation naked and ex- 
poſed to its foreign and domeſtick Enemies. What 
can be the Reaſon of ſuch extraordinary Zeal for 
Triennial, and even annual Parliaments, but 
merely becauſe they ſee the Tempers of Mens 
Minds are ſuch, that it is the likelieſt Way to 
keep up'con tinual F euds, Animoſities, and Di- 
ſtractions in the Kingdom? 

Theſe, and many other Things of the like 
. Tendency (propoſed, debated,” and inſiſted on, 
ſome in and others out of the Houſe) evidently - 
ſhew, that whatever ſuch Men ſpeciouſly give 
out, their chief Aim is, under one Pretence or 
bother, to lop off the moſt eſſential Branches of 
our excellent Conſtitution; to make ſuch dan- 
gerous Changes and Alterations in our Govern- 
ment, as may ſuit with their factious and ſediti- 
ous Deſigns to diſturb the Peace and Happineſs 


of the Nation; or will deprive it of the neceſſary 


Means of its Security and Freſervation. | 
T. | The 


. 
— 


I The Pretence indeed is, that ſuch, Alterations . 
as theſe, are neceſſary to guard and fecure the 
_ - Liberties of the People againſt the Arbitrary, De- 
ſimgns and Attempts of their Governours ; but, 
as we have no Reaſon: to believe there are any 
"ſuch Deſens at preſent, and are ſure there have 
been no ſuch Attempts; fo, the beſt Security we 
can at any Time have againſt them, is, a faith 
ful and dutiful Obedience to the King, under te 
Sanction and Direction of the Law, and an un- 3 
_ alterable ſteady Adherence to our excellent Con- 
ſtitution. If we keep the Laws, the Laws will 
keep us. Other Methods will probably only bring 
us under the Oppreſſion of our Fellow Subjects, 5 
through an extravagant Fear of Oppreſſion from | 
our lawful Governours. Grumbletonians in the 
 Stirrop, (the Proverb ſays,) generally prove Ty- 
rants in the Saddſe. None more like to rob the 
People of their Liberty and Property, than thoſe 
who aim at robbing their Prince of his juſt Power BY 
and Authority. Such Men may cajole the fooliſh A - 
Multitude with the alluring Promiſe of more Li- | 
berty; but when they have ſet themſelves up, 
it commonly appears that the poor People have 
only exchanged a good King, for a great many 


Dran, | | * 5 
The preſent ſeditious Movers of the Oppoſi- 
tion to the KI NO, ſeem very full of the Spirit 
of Innovation, and great Things are promiſed 
from their intended Amendments. But there is 
no ſort of need of them. The Conſtitution of 
our Government is already the heſt in the World: 
It is a Conſtitution whereby the Rights and 

Prerogatives of the Crown, and the Liberties and 
Properties of the People are with equal Care pre- 
_ ſerved 3 wherein the Sovereign has all the ae a 3 


' that can be to do Good, and none to do Hurt. 
And we learn from the Experience of all Ages, 
and eſpecially from our oαπƷn, in the Age be- 
fore us, that it is no ſmall Part of Prudence 0 
nor when we are well ; that tis dangerous need- 
leſly to affect great Changes and Innovations; that 
the great Deſign of thoſe, who are continually 
putting Men on cb Projects, is not to ſerve 
the Publick, but only that they may find good 
fiſhing for themfelves in the troubled Waters; 
and becauſe they hope, if they can but influence 
the ignorant and eaſily miſguided Multitude, 
to aſſiſt them in pulling down the Preſent Frame, 


they ſhall afterwards be able to ſet another up, 


more advantagious and beneficial to themſelves. 
Ihe Perſons chiefly concerned in oppoſing the 
publick Meaſures, do indeed loudly diſclaim all 
ſuch /elfi/þ Views; and the better to recommend 
themſelves, and their Deſigns to the People, put 
on the Appearance of the mot diſintereſted; nay, 
of the only diſintereſted Friends to their Coun- 
try. But what is more common than for Men 
to take Publick Good, or (as the faſhionable Phraſe 
is) Country Interest, for their Motto, when, in 


Reality, they are only purſuing their π nn. It 


is juſtly obſerved by my Lord Halkfax, that 
Some. Men knock loud only to be let in; the 
HBuſtle they make is animated by their private 
<< Intereſt.” There is an outward Blaze for their 
Country's Good; but the true laſting Fire, like 
that of the Veſtals, which never went out, is an 
Eagerneſs to get ſomething for themſelyes. Such 
Men hate to ſee others have the Honour and the 
Profits of ſerving their Prince and Country, and 
vVvould fain poſſeſs themſelves of them; and this 
puts them upon Endeavours to defeat the bes? De- 
Ks "Ts , 
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ſigns 80 the Good of the Community, ually 
with che wort; they had rather ſuch Ser- 

vice as others OE ſhould not be done at all, 
than that they, and not themſelves, ſhould — 4 
the doing of it. And this I think evidently 


ſhews, they have more Self- love than they have 


1 Love to their Country. N 
It it a good Obſervation of Biſhop Bubnar's, 


2 concerning the Conduct of ſome, in the firſt Part 
of the late Queen's Reign. A general Self 


: *© denying Bill (ſays he) was offered in the Houſe of 


$ Commons, by thoſe very Men, who, in the 


e fir Seſſion of Parliament, when they boped 
cc For Places themſelves, had oppoſed the Macon 
<< for Juba Bill with great Indignation. Now 


the Scene was a little altered. They ſaw they 


were not like to be Favourites, and ſo they 
6 «« ꝑpretended to be Patriots.” 

That this is the Caſe of many of thoſe, who 
1 of late aſſumed to themſelves the /ingu- 
lar Merit, of being perfectly diſintereſted Friends 

to their Country, can admit of no Diſpute. The 
1 Bulk of the Party, is, indeed, made up of 
our old Divine- Hereditary-Right- Abſolute-Paſſi we © 
Obedience and Non-Reſiflance-Men : Sworn Ene- 
mies to the Revolution, Proteſtant Succeſſion, Uni- 
on, and Toleration. But to theſe are added, a 
great Number of other Men, who have fail'd in 
their Views and Expectations, and have met 
with Neglects or Repulſes of one kind or other. 
Their Patriotiſm may be trac'd in a direct Line, 
to its original Fountain; a Slight, a Neg- 


| ect, or Diſobligation from Court, or Courtiers 
4 Place refuſed, or taken away, or ſome 


{as ſuch venal Matve, - "LS are now _ 
Patriots, O Great. Britain | | 
{RF * Hiftory of his "own Time, Vol. HW.” - - 1 15 


(21) 

A1 is not neceſſary, that a Man truly concern d 
for the Good of his Country, ſhould be altoge- 
ther indifferent about ſuch Things; and it may, 
in many Caſes, be reaſonable and proper enough 
* for him to deſire to ſhare in the Profits and Ho- 
nours attending the publick Service. But this 
is moſt certain, that a Patriot indeed will never 
„ meaſure his Obligations to Duty, Obedience, 
and Gratitude to his Governors, by any pri- 
c vate Conſideration, diſtinct from the common 
„Good.“ If the great Ends of Government are 
obtain'd, by a juſt and righteous Adminiſtra- 
tion, a true Patriot will “ rejoyce; with the 
fame Sincerity and Zeal, for the ineſtimable 
++ Bleſſing of public Happineſs and Security, 
« in which all partake, whether he taſtes of its 
Beneficence or not, any otherwiſe than as he 
ig a Member of the whole; and whether the 
Influences of it extend to his particular 
«Concerns or not, any otherwiſe than as 
„ they are included in the Publick.*” The 
Pretence of Zeal for the Publick Good, as it 
is generally made by all Parties in their Turns ; 
ſo it is too, often a mere Fouri/h, without any 
Meaning at all, but to ſerve their own Intereſts. 
But the Caſe is ſometimes worſe than this; the 
cry of Publick Good is often made only as an 
Introduction to the moſt miſchievous Deſigns; and 
to cover Practices quite contrary to the Good of 
the Publick, There are but few, who dare to 
oppoſe a ſettled Government with a bare Face, 
and an open Diſcovery of their pernicious De- 
ſigns. The more common, as well as more dan- 
gerous Way is, to endeavour to undermine it by 
we and . Arts; z and 10 covering their 
Nt = 
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l meal Purpoſes with ſpecions and v Neo. 

. ces, Many have, in all Ages, made mighty 
Pretences of Zeal for their Country, when they 
meant nothing but the utmoſt Confuſion. Of 
the many Inſtances of this to be met with in 
ancient and modern Hiftory, I ſhall only men- 
tion one among ourſelves. Our late immortal 


King lam, not only at firſt ſaved the Reli- 
gion and Liberties of the Nation, (when juſt up- 


bon the Point of being ſwallow'd up by Popery 
and Arbitrary Power) but made it the great Bu- 
ſineſs of his bol Reign, to preſerve and defend . 


them; and yet againft HIM was a Party a- 


vowedly form'd, under the prefent wonderful 
good Name of che Country- Party. Theſe were 


a Sett of Men, conſiſting either of profeſs'd or 
ſecret Enemies, or ambitious Friends, whoſe 


Thirſt of Place and Power ran them into Mea- 
ures of ſtraitning the Government, pinioning 
the Hands, ſhortning the Funds, baffling the 


Arms, and defeating the Defigns of that good 


and excellent Prince. Some of theſe Men had 
been the ſervile Tools of a Court, and the In- 


ſtruments of the moſt tyrannical Meaſures i in for- 


mer Reigns: And yet afterwards, under the 


Name of Patriots, were conſtan ty quarrelling 
with the meſt legal Adminiſtration, and oppo- 


| ſing every Thing that was for the Security of the 
Government; and all, in Hopes of reſtoring 


'the ' abdicated Tyranny. Others were Perſons 


who did not gain all hey expected by the Revo- 


lation; and yet did not intend a Change of Ma- 
ers, and the Reſtauration of King James; 


their only Aim was to force themſelves 7370 Poſts 
of Honour and Advantage. But tho? zhis was 


all they 3 yet, oF their violent, Diſcon- 


(23) 


rents, and moſt turbulent Behaviour; by their 


calumniating and miſrepreſenting the King and 
his Friends, 4 all the Arts that the moſt in- 


Rene Malice could ſuggeſt; and, by inveigk- 


„in ſuch a licentious Manner, againſt the 


A miniſtration, as no Government before did. 


and none but the Preſent would ever endure, (by 


ſuch Ways as theſe) they ſo diſtreſs d the Mea-- | 


ſures of that Glorious King; ſo clogg'd the 
Wheels of his Government ; fo diſheartned his 
Majeſty's Friends and Allies; and encouraged 
his Enemies, and produced ſuch a factious and 


ſeditious Diſpoſition in the Pooples: that the Na- 


tion was brought again to the very Brink of 


Ruin and Deſtruction. 


There is nothing more obvious to a Man, who 
has taken any Notice of the S.ate of _ 


Affairs, than, that ever ſince the happy Revo- 
lution, thoſe that moſt deſired to Er the Li- 


berties of the Nation, have ſet themſelves up 


as the great Patrons of Liberty; and under 


that ſpecious Pretence, have oppoſed every 
Thing that has been propoſed for the Support 


of the Government. No ſooner were their 
Schemes of arbitrary Power over - turn'd, and a 


new Government ſettled, which they did not 


like, but they, in order to deſtroy it, ſet them- 
ſelves againſt every Thing that was neceſſary for 


its Defence, under the Colour of Liberty; that 


is, they deſired to have their own Hands as logſe 


as Poſlible, to hurt it; and the Hands of the 
Government as much tied up as poſſible, that it 
ſhould not be able either to hurt them, or to- 
defend itſelf, This is the true Meaning of the 
by Par Clamours againſt the Forces ef R bliſhed 


by Parliament, the Riot Act, Se. and, indeed, 


almoſt 


» 


' oo 24). 46 
5 nd all the Meaſures of the Miniftry : And 
they cannot but be allow'd to be very wiſe in 
bein Generation, and to judge right for the Ser- 
vice of their Cauſe ;' becauſe if they could have 
carried theſe and the like Points, to their Mind, 

they might then be more free in carrying on 

their Deſigns againſt us, and with leſs Danger 
put them in Execution. For theſe Reaſons, all 
the real Enemies of the Government will ever 
make loud Clamours, when any Thing 1 is pro- 
died, or done for its Security. But tis much 
better they ſhould clamour againſt us for defend- 
ing ourſelves, than that they ſhould firſt laugh 
at us, as Fools for neglecting our Defence and 
then be able more eaſily to undo us. 
It is faid, and faid very juſtly, that the beſt 

Way to ſerve and ſecure the Government, is for 

_ thoſe in Power to do popular Things, and by 
that to procure the Love of the People: And 
whoever impartially conſiders the State of 

Things among us, muſt be convinced, that 

this Government has done ſo, as far as it has 

been able. Our Church and Religion have been 
reſerved; our Civil Rights and Liberties have 
been ſecured : ' Juſtice has been equally admini- 
ſtred to all Sorts of People. All new Laws, 
that can promiſe Eaſe or Advantage to the Sub- 

Jets, we have had the Pleaſure and the Satiſ- 

faction to ſee Enacted; and the Abuſes of old 

ones corrected and amended. We have lived in 

Peace at Home, while many other Countries 

have ſuffer*d, and are now ſuffering, all the 

Miſeries of War. Ought not theſe. to be e- 

ſteemed popular Things? And if ſome other 

Things which might have been for the Good of 


: 18 c ah have not been * it is the * | 
WE 


* 


of thoſe that complain moſt, and not of the 
The great Engine the Enemies of the Go-. 


Vernment now work with, is to perſuade the 


People, that our Governors have a different Inter- 


eſt from them. But it is a falſe Notion, and he 


moſt unhappy one that a Nation can eaſily fall 
into, that the Intereſt of the People is one thing, 
and that of the Prince another ; as if theſe were 
like the two Ends of a Balance; ard therefore 
as one riſes, the other muſt be depræ d: Where- 
as, indeed, there cannot be #wo, but only on- 
Intereſt between them. The Welfare of the 

Head is the Advantage of the whole Body; and 
if the lower Parts of the Body ſuffer, the more 


zaoble ate affected by it. When Subzects refuſe 


what is due to their Governors; when they de- 
ny them that Reverence, SubjeCtion, and ready 
Aſſiſtance they have a Right to, the Conſe- 

uence is, that they muſt want that Protection, 
Benefic, Aſſiſtance, and Happineſs, which they 


might otherwiſe Vivo had from them. To 


make a Prince odious, weak, and contemptible, 
is not an Injury to Bim only; but to the Peo- 


2 5 fle : "SFO" ſe; by this Means, the leſs Effect and 


Influence he muſt needs have towards promoting 


the great Ends and Advantages of Govern- 


ment. When the People maintain and ſupport 
the Honour and Intereſt of their Ki No, in a 
juſt and legal Adminiſtration, they, at the ſame 
Time, maintain and ſupport their own. Their 
Duty well paid to their Prince redounds to the 
common Advantage of Prince and People. It 
is both an ancient and modern Obſervation, 
That where- ever Government has been moſt ho- 
nour'd, and the kept in due Obedience 
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n 
to it, there have always been the beſt Spirits, 
the beſt People, the moſt Plenty, the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhing Performances, and, in all Reſpects, 
the greateſt Degree of national Proſperity. As 
tis neceſſary to the publick Happineſs, that the 
Prince, on one hand, ſhould fudy to preſerve. 
me committed to his Charge in Wealth, Peace, - | 
and Qodlineſs.; and rule according to the known * 
Zaus of the Land: So tis equally neceſſary, on 
the other, that Subjects be dutiful and obedient 
do their Princes; that they be patient of Go- 
vernment; and that they duly reverence and 
readily aſſiſt them, according to thoſe Laws. 
Without fuch a mutual Diſcharge of their re- 
ſpective Duties, neither Prince nor People can 
ever be happy. Whoever therefore injures the 
Prince, at the ſame time injures the People; and 
they that are Enemies to Him, are Enemies to 
their Country. And hence it is, that among 
ourſelves, the known, open Enemies of the KI NG, 
and thoſe pretended Lovers of their Country, Who 
| ſet themſelves up againſt the Intereſt of the 
Kinc, do, for the moſt Part, very readily con- 
cur in the /ame Actions, and purfue the ſame. 
Projects and Deſigns: They both tend to the 
ſame publick Miſchief; and, like Lines, from 
the different Parts of the Circumference, meet in 
the Centre. They may look different Ways; 
but, as the Scripture ſpeaks, by their Fruits you. 
may kitow them, The 1 deny his Majeſty's 
Right, and traiterouſly endeavour to place a 
Popiſh Pretender in his Throne; the latter pre- 
tend, they deſire the preſent Government may 
be ſupported and preſerved; and yet not only 
"refuſe to concur in any Meaſures neceſſary for its 
Support, but are continually buſied in ſpreading 
LETT, a ſeditious 
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- ſeditious Reports, and in propagating the Be: 


lief of imaginary and fantaſtick Dangers, to 
Diminution of the King's Honour, and 
weakening his Government. Now is not ſucb a 


Conduct as evidently ſtain'd with Treaſon, as the | 


other ? Does it not plainly tend to. the very De- 
ſtruction of his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 


ment? For is it not eaſy to ſee, that a Prince 


made odious and contemptible, will ſoon be remo- 
ved from his Throne, when it is in the Power 
of the Malecontents to bring about ſuch a fatal 
Revolution? So contrary to all Senſe, Reaſon, 
and good Policy, is the Doctrine zealouſly pro- 
pagated by modern Patriots, that all who with 
well to their KinG, muſt of Neceſſity be Ene 
mies to their CouN TR TV. 
The Intereſt of a Prince and his People, may 
indeed be ſeparated; but this can never be 
done, till they ſo perverſely order one or other 
of their reſpective Intereſts, as to make RD 
Inconſiſtent with thoſe of the Publick. If th 


Prince becomes a,Tyrant, inſtead of a legal Go- Ro 


vernor, and ſets himſelf to deſtroy thoſe Liber- 


ties, which it is the great End of all Govern- 


ment to preſerve , the Intereſt of Prince and 
"People, it muſt be confeſs'd, are widely different. 
When the Diſtinction of a Court and Country In- 
tereſt firſt came up among us, there was too 
much Reaſon for it. King Charles the Second 
(in whoſe Reign it began) was really a Papiſt; a 
Penſioner to France; and no Friend to Liber- 
ty, either Civil or Religious, any farther than 
Vas abſolutely neceſſary to make himſelf eaſy; 
and he had a corrupt Sett of Miniſters about 
him, who promoted his o and his deareſt Bro- 
mers (che Duke of York's) ebene of 1 
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' Popery and Slavery on the Nation. It was a 
' glorious Thing, by all legal Methods, to op- 
- Pole ſuch a Court, and ſuch Deſigns ; or to be 
df the Country-Party; for that then fignified 
only the being true Friends to our Conſtitution in 
" Church and State; Enemies to Popery, and to 
a Popiſb Succeſſor, &c. But what is this to the 
"Perſons, who at preſent aſſume this Denomina- 
tion? They have taken up the Name, but quite 
dropt the Thing gnified by it. Their Oppo/e- 
 __ ox is made again? thoſe very Things, which 
tte other contended for; and they contend for, 
What the other oppoſed; and yet muſt by all 
Means be the Country-Party. We have a Pro- 
keſtant Prince upon the Throne, who has ever 
ſhewn himſelf not only careful, but even jea- 
lous for the Liberties of his People, Liberty, 
both Civil and Religious, is preſerved in its 
full Vigour, without the leaſt Violation. And 
our excellent Conſtitution in Church and State is not 
only now ſufficiently guarded and ſecured, but 
like to be tranſmitted down ſafe to our lateſt 
Poſterity, by the Proteſtant Succeſſion, eſtabliſhed 
in the King's illuſtrious Family. The Patriots 
of King Cbarles's Reign deſired to fee theſe Things 
I "that wwe ſee, and could not fee them, When this 
is the Caſe, What can be more evident, than 
that the Intereſt of our Kine and our Coux- 
TRY is one, and inſeparably the /ame ? All the 
Motives that can be uſed to engage us to 42 
port Him, and his Government, plead not ſo 
much for him, as for ourſelves, The Intereſt of 
our KING is now only another Name for qur 
own. In his Honour and Happineſs conliſter] 
the Good and Welfare of his People. 


"We": 


No 


a 
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| No Man, therefore, who means honeſtly, or is 
not groſsly deluded, can now put a Court and a 


Country Intereſt in Oppoſition to each other. A 


good Subject, one who truly loves his Country, 
and deſires its Happineſs, will be ſo much a 


Courtier, as to do what in him lies to ſupport 


the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, in a juſt 
and legal Exerciſe of its Powers and Prerogatives; 
and at the ſame Time ſuch an inflexible Friend 
to his Country, as ſteadily to purſue its true In- 
tereſt, and promote the Trade, Wealth, and gene- 
ral Proſperity of the People. 5 
And thus every honeſt Man will, and muſt, 
be a Par RIOT; not in a factious and narrow 
Senſe; not in a clamorous and noiſ) Way; op- 
poſing all the Meaſures of a Court, right or 
wrong; not in Caball and dark Intrigue, to alter 
or difhurb a well-ſettled Government; not in a 
ſower and perverſe Behaviour, becauſe repulſed 
or diſappointed ; oppoſing merely to be taken off, 
and not liking a Court, becauſe a Court does 
not like him; much leſs by making it his Buſi- 
neſs to pry. into and enquire out, all the Over- 
ſights of an Adminiſtration, (when no Govern- 
ment is ſo perfect, or ever was ſo perfect, in 
which there have not been ſome Overſights, and 
Miſcarriages) and when no conſiderable Faults in 
the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs can be 
found, then, without Scruple, making them; ſet- 
ting himſelf to forge and frame any Lies that 
may do Hurt, concerning the Counſels, the Actions, 
or the Perſons of his Governours, in order to 
poſſeſs Mens Minds with unreaſonable Fears and 
Jealouſies; thereby to render the Perſons of his 
Sovernours odious, and contemptible, and their 
Government weak and precarious, if not entirely 


+ 0 Enemies, before you proceed OY confi- 
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to daſtroy it, (not ſuch a modern Patriot as this.) 
But every honeſt Man will be a Pa TRIO, in 
the true Senſe of that glorious Word ; vigilant for 
the Publick Safety; 12 citous for the Publick Good; 
"vey preferring ha, in any Competition, to 
his own private Intereſt ; dutiful and reſpect- 
ful to his Prince, without Daub or F 9 4 ; 
*zealous for the eſtabliſh'd Laws and Conſtitution, 
and an affectionate Lover of the Peoples Liberty, 
both Civil and Religious, as ſtanding in its*pro- 


per Medium, in its true * of Light, between 
© - Slavery and Licentiouſneſs. I pray God increaſe 


the Number of fuch- Patriots, and fruſtrate the 
5 er and Attempts of pretended ones! | 

G Engliſhmen, will you never ſee whither you 
are driving! 1 hope you will be preſerv'd whe- 
ther you will or no; but who bath bewitched you, 
to be ſo fond of your own Ruin? Ho can you 


be ſo groſsly deluded, as not to prefer good Go- 


FPernment, Peace, and ſettled Ha mei before 
the Miſeries that generally arte | popular Con- 
fuſions and Diſorders. + 

©» Confider, and ſhew yourſedves Men: ; and let my 

Cooncel be acceptable to you. Be not haftily led 
away with the Fears and Suſpicions ſown among 
you, by er afty and deſigning Men; but exa- 
mine Things calmly and confiderately. Aſk the 
bittereſt- Adverſaries of the Government, to 
point out to you one fingle Law invaded, or 
any one Man in the Nation, that has ſuffer'd 

Violence in his Life, Liberty, or Eſtate. If 

you are the real Friends of the preſent Govern- 

ment, but yet have been fo far mi/led as to give 

Encouragement to the malignant Calumnies, 

groundleſs Suggeſtions, and bitter Invectives of 
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der well W HOSE Work you have been doing; 
and whether the Confuſions, into which ſuch In- 
cendiaries, are labouring to caſt us, if they ſuc- 
ceed, can end in any thing but the utter Ruin 


of all that is dear and valuable to us. Inſtead of 
groundleſs and uneaſy Complaints of Things, 


which in this imperfect State cannot be alto- 
gether avoided, under the wiſeſt and beſt Go- 


vernments, conſider the many bleſſed Advan- 


tages you enjoy. above all the People on the 
Earth. How open and free are our Laws? How 


legal and juſt the Execution of them? How mild 


and equitable has been the Adminiſtration? And 
then befides, how temperate is out Climate, ho- 
fruitful our Seaſons, and in what Abundance does 


the Earth bring forth her Increaſe, not only for 


the Support of ourſelves, but fot the Supply of 
other Nations, to our owh gfeat 9 7 


Neither Famine, nor Scarcity, Plague, or Peſti- 


lence, thoſe heavy Judgments of the Al mighty, 
have befallen us, though heretofore this Nation 
has been frequently viſited with them. Be duly 
thankful then for your Peace, Plenty, and Secu- 


Tity ; for the undiſturb'd Poſſeſſion of your Ci- 
vil Rights; and the free Exerciſe of your holy 
Religion ; Fear God, and Honour the King ; and 


meddle not, have nothing to do with thoſe reſt- 
leſs Spirits, that are given to Change. This, and 
this only, can make you, and your dear Coun- 
Try Happy. 1 
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